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Thanks for supporting the LIARS  

This month’s cover pictures include a special guest Charlie Rowley &…our leader…

 
I don't know if you have been following the posting of the 

1953 Reo cab but it is now ready for casting and I'm going to 

send it to Dave Natale at AITM.  Here's what it looks like.  

Interior tub and dash are inside but they will be separate 

pieces.  Seats, running boards, front bumper, steering wheel 

will also be provided along with a template for the window 

glass.  Decals too for the Gold Comet and Reo badges on the 

hood sides. Charles Rowley 

 

 

      
MCB Contributors: Rich Argus, HAMMER, Robert “Bobby” Garofalo, John the Artist  & guest “Charlie” 

LIARS Web Page http://wwnlyw.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/ 

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated to bringing you the 

best and most up to date information about our great hobby of model building.

Next Meeting’s theme:  
     MOPAR models 

http://wwnlyw.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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Please remember the needy and bring can goods to the monthly meetings 

LIARS Unofficial Official 
HOT STUFF 

Old & New 
Next meeting’s theme we will try MOPAR. When, 

you’re guess is as good as mine!  
My recent model building includes the AMT 62 

Ford Galaxy built as a custom 

 
and MPC 32 Ford Phaeton. 

 
Besides these two I have finished (mostly box 

stock) AMT 65 Barracuda 

 
Revell 67 s/s Chevelle, Revell 66 Max Rat Pro 

Street, Revell 54 Chevy Sedan Del., AMT 37 Chevy 
convert., AMT 37 Chevy coupe, AMT 37 Chevy coupe 

gasser, AMT 32 Ford coupe, Revell Bantam 

Roadster, MPC 75 Doge Dart gasser, AMT 34 Ford 
coupe, AMT 32 Ford custom dragster, Johan 62 
Dodge rat rod, Amt 62 Ford Falcon rust bucket (on 
cover), AMT 40 Ford coupe and a Revell 35 Ford 

coupe. The longer the lock down the more kits I can 
get painted and finished.  

Remember, the food pantry.  Stay safe – we need 
u! 

Rich   r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com 

PS Thanks Joan (Rich’s daughter for routing pics) 

 

Some Words from the Editor At Large 
Good day to my fellow LIARS &/or friends thereof. 

Well we have survived 2 months of forced isolation! 
The MCB was envisioned to include member inputs 

plus relevant modeling goodies, so where are they? 
It’s your newsletter! Contribute!  

“Bobby G’ responded with Wire that can be used 

as ignition wires (Just go on internet or eBay and 
you should find it.) 

 
Bobby G’s daughter wants to sell 

Any takers? 

 

mailto:r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com
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Opportunity to Purchase Your Own Mustang 

III Concept Show Car (Scale 1:43) 
Inventis Distribution of Netherlands has recently 

introduced a 1:43 scale model of the Mustang III. 
Although produced without my approval, I am the 
proud owner of two of the 400 very cool models 
that have been produced. 
Be Safe, Stay Healthy, Save Lives, Howard Kroplick 

 
Spotted some interesting Testors paints 

intended for the craft market. There were several 

interesting colors, in both gloss and satin.....  

 

Apparently on Facebook there's a group called 

Fantasy Kit World. The guys do "kits we'd like to 

see" box art. Most are aircraft or 1/32nd scale 

British cars, here’s one done in 1/25! 

 

Still waiting for a C8 Corvette? Build Your Own 

(Paper) Go to 

https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a32036444/

build-your-own-paper-c8-corvette/ to learn how. 

 

John The Artist routed: Came across this in one of 

the auto art pages that I post on. It doesn't say who 

the builder is, but I thought it was interesting in the 

way the body was bent and the roof raised, Needed 

a larger engine and ft. tires in my humble opinion. 

 

 

 
 

The LIARS next Virtual Meeting will be on 

Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 7:30. We generally sign 

https://www.vanderbiltcupraces.com/blog/article/opportunity_to_purchase_your_own_mustang_iii_concept_show_car_scale_143?utm_source=VCR+Newsletter+May+16+2020&utm_campaign=test&utm_medium=email
https://www.vanderbiltcupraces.com/blog/article/opportunity_to_purchase_your_own_mustang_iii_concept_show_car_scale_143?utm_source=VCR+Newsletter+May+16+2020&utm_campaign=test&utm_medium=email
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a32036444/build-your-own-paper-c8-corvette/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a32036444/build-your-own-paper-c8-corvette/
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on between 6:30 and 7:00 PM to assist members 

that may have issues signing in. The Links will be 

sent at the appropriate time. 

As a reminder, meetings will be broadcast live 

on YouTube and recorded for later viewing.  

Members that are interested in viewing the last 

meeting or all the meetings can go to YouTube and 

view them by clicking on the link below. The two 

previous dates are 4/23/20 & 5/7/20. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGt-jLYVRuE 

 

NOTE: If you sign into future meetings, PLEASE 

DO NOT TALK ABOUT PERSONAL MATTERS 

OR DIVULGE PERSONAL INFORMATION 

ABOUT YOURSELF OR OTHER MEMBERS! 

See you May 21, 2020, Bobby G. & Dominick G. 
PS please support this endeavor even if your 

computer/internet connection does not support live 
video. 

 

Dr. V’s goal is to provide you all (love this 

expression) with something positive as it relates to 

our mutual love of model cars/trucks!   

WE ENJOY ESCAPING REALITY! WE CAN 

DO IT ALONE BUT PREFER TO BE WITH YOU 

WHO ALSO SHARE THIS PASSION! 
 

This is our 3rd month of trying MOPARS, again! 
Share your MOPARS with us – even if provided via 
email! Dr.V will route composite set to Bobby G for 
the Virtual meeting. 

 

 

 

Dr.V plans on releasing interim bi-monthly 

LIARS MCBs during this crisis, to keep the 

membership/fellow enthusiasts abreast of the 

current situation. Can you provide inputs? 

As you read this, real racing is intended to resume 

5/17 without on-site audience(s)!  

The local/regional/national news is still depressing 

Latest freebees if you are considered low income 

(no you cannot deduct all the current freebees 

related costs that your taxes are underwriting) is 

for NYC to give away 72,000 air conditioners – with 

NYS & NYC picking up the tab – their plan is for 

the Feds to cover the cost – kicker is that most 

likely landlords who can’t charge rent until at least 

mid August will pay the 24/7 electric bill! 

So what are us modelers to do? Let’s start with 

hiring professional lobbyist(s) to represent us and 

arrange a meeting with Nancy to convince her that 

her (/party’s) future is dependent upon supporting 

the modeler’s mental health! What us modeler’s 

need: 

 Immediate access to hobby shops (Dr. V can’t 

uses his Hobby Lobby weekly coupon without 

taking a plane ride to an area that allows these 

stores to be open! Now really… ) 

 Pass legislation that requires all modeling kits, 

supplies, etc. to be made here in the USA! (Why 

should a hobbyist have to pay e.g., China to 

develop, then ship to the USA, etc. – read this as 

a $23 – 40 dollar kit having at least 50% 

markup?) Now really… 

Dr. V requests your additions to our combined 

needs – else someday we modelers shall be insisting 

upon mental health facilities dedicated to modelers! 

See I didn’t ask for freebees…. 

 

Your Yearly Dementia Test!  
Only 4 questions this year – so you can cant with 1 

hand, leg or whatever… 

 

Yep, it's that time of year again for the LIARS to 

take our annual senior citizen test. Exercise of the 

brain is as important as are exercises of the muscles 

(we use to have them). 

 

As we grow older, it's important to keep mentally 

alert. If you don't use it, you will lose it!!! Here is a 

very private way to gauge how your memory 

compares to your last test.  

Some may think it's too easy, but the ones with 

model car memory problems (as in where is that 

model…more likely could someone find the part 

that I lost) may have difficulty. 

 

Take this test to determine if you're losing it or not. 

(CAUTION LIARS DOES NOT PROVIDE 

LEGAL GUIDANCE, IF IN FACT YOU LOST IT 

(OK MODELING PART, PAINT/SUPPLIES) 

 

The spaces below are so you don't see the answers 

until you've answered. 

 

OK, RELAX. Clear your mind (Is Dr. V asking too 

much of you?) and begin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGt-jLYVRuE
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#1. What do you put in a toaster? 

 

 

#1 Answer: 'Bread'. If you said 'toast', just give up 

now and go do something else like build a model) 

and try not to hurt yourself. If you said Rich 

Argus’s breadbox, please contact Andy Behrens for 

additional guidance. If you said 'bread', go to 

Question #2. 

 

# 2. Say 'silk' ten times. Now spell 'silk'. What do 

cows drink? 

 

Answer: Cows drink water. If you said 'milk,' don't 

attempt the next question. Your brain is already 

over-stressed and may even overheat - content 

yourself with reading more appropriate virus 

literature, such as Fox News (ok, then Women's 

Weekly or an older Auto World catalog – love those 

old prices). If you said Scotch, you’re trying to be 

nice to Dr. V, so proceed to Question #3. However, 

if you did say 'water', you can also proceed to 

Question #3. 

 

 

 # 3. If a red house is made from red bricks and a 

blue house is made from blue bricks and a pink 

house is made from pink bricks and a black house 

is made from black bricks, what is a greenhouse 

made from? 

 

Answer: Greenhouses are made from glass. If you 

said 'green bricks', why are you still reading the 

MCB???  If you said you don’t know yet, you have 

only applied primer (you have joined Hammer’s 

quest – where can I buy 

PLEASE, go lie down!  But, if you said 'glass,' go on 

to Question #4. 

 

 

# 4. Please do not use a calculator for this for it 

would be cheating. 

 

You are driving a LIARS bus (No, Dr. V shall never 

give up) from New York City to Philadelphia. In 

Staten Island (remember this is where the LIARS 

would go to visit a real hobby shop & HOBBY 

SHOW), 17 people got on the bus (Please don’t 

count the 3 that never got back on the bus – so who 

cares where Rich “Charlie” Manson, John “Curly” 

Valenti…(or is it Tom?) & Steve Blake moved to…) 

In New Brunswick, 6 people get off the bus and 9 

people get on. In Windsor 2 people get off and 4 get 

on. In Trenton, 11 people get off and 16 people get 

on. In Bristol, 3 people get off and 5 people get on. 

And, in Camden, 6 people get off and 3 get on. You 

then arrive in the Philadelphia area at the (Simone 

museum’s) model car contest (which has now 

moved to Parsippany, NJ (hopefully 9/20) show. 

Without going back to review, how old is the bus 

driver? 

 

Answer: Oh, for crying out loud. Don't you 

remember your own age?!?!   It was YOU driving 

the bus! (You never asked any licensed LIARS 

Commercial Truck driver) 

If you pass this along to your friends, pray they 

do better than you. 

Sorry for all the spaces. You'd be tempted to 

cheat otherwise. 

If you had fun with this, please let Dr V. know; 

he did. 

 

DR. V latest LIARS bus candidate 
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Tim Powers, MAMA routed latest Ron Bradley 

update: 

I have been speaking to Gary Sutherlin's 

daughter and I will be going to assess his kit 

collection on May 30th. It is a very large 

amount of kits. I will be purchasing the sealed 

and unbuilts initially. The started and builtups 

will hopefully be auctioned off later to the club 

with profits given to his wife. They also have a 

large amount of various parts which are going 

to be donated to our club parts box effort. Ron 

Bradley 

… 

Dr. V contacted Charlie Rowley to request 

permission to include some of his modeling, 

starting with his ERTL diecast conversions. 
Response went beyond -  -  “I've got a few how to's 
that are certainly available for you to include.  I 
made it a point early on in my modeling life to be an 
encouragement and supporter of anyone who wants 
to do modeling.  It's as much fun sharing what little 

I know as it is doing the actual building… 
 
Give me an idea of how much space you would want 
to dedicate for the how to and I'll put a draft 
together for you to review. Charlie” (Answer – all u 
want! 

By:Chariots of Fire (Charlie) <crsr63@verizon.net 
 

Latest 1953 Reo Installment 

The dash in the cover page photo and the interior 

floorboards are installed but they will be part of it 

as well. and as separate pieces. Also the running 

boards. Inside are the door panels. They are 

installed and will be part of the casting. I found it 

easy to put them in place and will be a positive 

locating point for snapping in the dashboard. 

Interior door handles and window cranks will be up 

to the builder to supply. The window glass may look 

bad in the photos but that is because I have not 

removed the protective sheeting from one side. The 

vent windows and rear windows will be a press fit 

after lining each opening with 2 part epoxy. To 

install them let the epoxy set up until just tacky and 

then press the clear sheets into it. They will set 

without having to clean them up. The windshield 

pieces will fit into the back of the opening and can 

be held in place with epoxy as well. They will fit 

close to the outside which after painting can be 

enhanced as the rubber gasket with a magic marker 

liner.  

 
That's going to be it on this one for a while. When 

the first resin pop is done I will post some photos. 

… Now to the diecast conversions… 

 

 

 

http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?page=1;md=profile;id=chariots+of+fire++charlie+
mailto:crsr63@verizon.net?subject=1953%20Reo%20Installment%20%237
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This first one is a 1937 Ahrens Fox that was 

converted to a 1939 version that was used by 

the New York Worlds Fair. It had the Worlds 

Fair logo on the doors and the lettering on the 

hood. They were strategically located 

throughout the Worlds Fair complex and were 

then turned over to FDNY. On the conversion I 

widened the front fenders, changed the body, 

added a modified '34 Ford cab, scaling ladders, 

some limited details to the front mounted 

piston pump and changed the front bumpers. 

It has a sewing elastic hose load. Below the 

rear windshield are the subway straps that the 

crew would hold onto when then went to an 

alarm. Don't want anybody falling off, right? I 

had to slice the spare tire to get it to fit into 

the holder on the rear step but I don't think it 

will ever be needed!  

 

The original that was photographed and 

measured by Ertl is owned by a good friend of 

Steven Prange, John Gambs out of Lafayette, 

IN. The original livery for this rig is South St. 

Paul, MN and he still has the rig and it's in as 

mint condition as a rig can be in. I was 

examining it closely one day and when looking 

into the compartments, every one was stuffed 

with equipment. I asked him, "John, do they 

know you have this rig? It looks like you just 

walked into the station one day and drove it 

home." 

  
The next one is a 1948 700 Series American 

LaFrance. Lots of different details like the front 

bumper, adding windshield and side windows, 

BMF on the chrome trim. new ladders, a 

sewing elastic hose load, a cover over the bank 

slot and changing the rear spot lights and 

warning lights that came from a Monogram 

Snap Kit. The details in the original box are 

still packaged and are shown behind the 

original ALF. It's not a mistake the that pump 

panel is on the right side of the rig. ALF did 

this to many of the apparatus manufactured at 

that time thinking it was safer for the pump 

operator if he was not in the middle of the 

road but on the sidewalk side of the street 

when he operated the pump. I need to get out 

the Molotow pen and re-chrome the 

headlights! 

Ertl also did a 1926 Seagrave. It was nicely 

done but needed some work to make it look 

less like a toy and more like a model.  

 

 

 

Again I changed the front bumper, relocated 

the spotlight to the left and added a hand 

crank siren to the right of the dash. Some 

pump details were added under the seat. Hard 

suction hose was modified and a set of wood 

ladders were added. The hose load of sewing 

elastic covers up the bank slot. Also put on the 

top deck are a couple of helmet and some 3/4 

http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?page=3;md=profile;id=steven+prange
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boots. The rubber hose backet on the top was 

changed also. A loop of aluminum railing was 

added to the top and the inside was filled with 

"rubber" electric wire hose. The original 

basket would have been open so the outside 

was painted a light pink/red like the electric 

wire. Spotlights were added to the back and 

the running boards were changed from metal 

to "rubber" coated wood with chrome edges. A 

bell was added to the dashboard center and a 

strainer was mounted on the running board 

along with a long 2-1/2" playpipe. I ground off 

the raised ribs from the front fenders and 

squared off the leading edges. I don't know 

why I did not remove the raised ribs from the 

rear fenders; been too long now to remember. 

The steering wheel was painted black and two 

grab rails were mounted to the cowl. 

Hammer’s JEEPERS CREEPERS! THREE 
new WHEEL STANDERS! 

Back in December I was strolling through a 

Home Goods store Christmas shopping and 

came upon a jeep Wrangler friction toy. It was 

pretty basic, blacked out windows, one piece 

chassis with big monster wheels. Although 

ugly, I asked myself “What can I Do with 

this”? I often go through the same thought 

process when I See an item that may lend 

itself to modeling. Well it looked like it was 

about 1/25 scale, give or take. The decals and 

wheels had to go, but the BODY is one piece. 

BAM! The light bulb goes off and the idea for a 

JEEP WHEEL STANDER is born. I gambled $5 

dollars or so, took it home and promptly 

dismantled it.  

Turns out 

the chassis from the mid engine barracuda 

(recently re-released) or otherwise known as 

the Hurst Hemi Under Glass, would be a good 

fit. Also turns out I had a few “glue bomb” 

chassis in my inventory. Within no time at all, 

I was cleaning, hacking, cutting and repairing 

the chassis to make it fit the Jeep body.  

 
Body prep was relative easy: the graphics (in 

form of stickers) came off easily. I removed all 

door handles and knobs, and “softened the 

body to resemble a fiberglass replica. I used 5 

coats of primer sealer to hide minor scratches. 

This will be a rough build: that is, a basic build 

with just enough of detail to get the feeling of 

the intended design. It is currently ready for 

final paint job, which should be wild. 

Considering it’s a Jeep, I chose a bright Green 

paint scheme for the chassis and will carry it 

over to the body. I thought of using a 

camouflage type graphic? Maybe with flames? 

Anyone have suggestions? Decals? 

The Title of this story says THREE new WHEEL 

STANDERS. Oh yes, about the other two. Turns 

out the Wheel stander bug really bit me hard! 

While prepping the extra chassis I found TWO 

more bodies that would lend to the theme. The 

AMT Chevy Nova wagon (released as the “Boss 

Nova”) mid engine drag version, and (with 

great modification) an AMT 1978 Ford 4×4 
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released as the “Firestone” version. (I won 

this kit at our last meeting raffle) I shortened 

the bed to make it fit the drag chassis. Body 

work has a bit to be desired, but what the heck 

its a fantasy car, right?  

 

 

I hope to have all 3 done by next newsletter! 

Any comments? Suggestions? Ideas? Until we 

meet IN PERSON again; Stay well, Count your 

blessings, and BUILD SOMETHING!  

Paul HAMMER Drago 

Wonder if Hammer is considering adding this 

to his modeling basement? 

 

 

Isolation Island Concours d' Elegance  
https://isolationislandconcours.com/ 

 

Welcome to the Isolation Island Concours 

d'Elegance. This is an online concours 

d'elegance event taking place on our Facebook 

page for diecast/resin model cars that will be 

judged by top tier concours judges. All of these 

judges also judge at Amelia Island and Pebble. 

This first event will run for two weeks and 

then be judged. At that point and all winners 

will receive a trophy, just like a live concours. 

Everything takes place at our Facebook 

page:https://www.facebook.com/Isolationisla

ndheadjudge 

 

 

Event History 

We decided to start this event while 

complaining about the fact that there were  no 

concours events to attend. Actually I was 

cleaning my office and  wondering how I had 

personally acquired so many model cars. I had 

just seen my friend VU at the Porsche Club Of 

America host his own cars and coffee on the 

carpet with his own cars and decided to 

expand the idea into an international judged 

concours. The Concours name was though of 

by Bill Warner so you can blame him for that 

part. 

Schedule 

The Isolation Island Concours will run every 

two weeks with change ups in the classes and 

such, based on suggestions and lessons 

learned from the previous events 

 

Check it out LIARS. Lot’s of pictures, Dr V 

 

https://isolationislandconcours.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Isolationislandheadjudge
https://www.facebook.com/Isolationislandheadjudge
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Doodles by John the Artist for those who prefer to color … 

 


