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ENJOY THE SUMMER- Thanks for supporting the LIARS  

July Theme was 4x4s & Chrysler products 

 

So here are some Works of Art 

 

 

 

 

As we continue our 28
th

 year as a Club, let’s hope that in this New Year, we all stay healthy and that we can all 

attain some measure of prosperity.  Then perhaps we can build a new Club display…

MCB Contributors: Steve “Big Daddy” Blake & HAMMER’S Trivia Contest 

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/ 

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated to bringing you the 

best and most up to date information about our great hobby of model building

This month’s theme:           
Bring your 1:1 & 

models of cars you have own 
 

http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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Please remember the needy and bring can goods to the monthly meetings 

 

SAD NEWS 

I wanted to send a quick note to let you know 

my Father, Big John BLYDENBURGH, unexpected 

became critically ill and passed away Friday 

morning due to respiratory failure. The viewing 

will be Monday (8/12) from 4-6pm with the funeral 

service immediately after at 6pm at Werner 

Rothwell Funeral Home, 60 Mill Road, in 

Westhampton Beach. A private reception will be 

held afterwards at Sydney's "Taylor" Made 

Cuisine at 32 Mill Road, also in Westhampton 

Beach. 

The LIARS meant a great deal to my Father 

and I am sure he would want me to pass the 

information along. I know in recent years he was 

not able to be apart of the LIARS as actively as he 

had in the past, but he continued to build models 

and tell me about the good times he had sharing his 

love for the hobby with all of you.  Sincerely,  

Susan  tayraebly@optimum.net 

Dr. V - On behalf of the LIARS, we are sorry to 

hear about Big John's passing. We will miss his 

Truck modeling skills and sense of humor. 

 
LIARS Unofficial Official 

HOT STUFF  
Old & New 

Hi Everyone. This month's theme is our 

annual 1:1 car show, along with your models 

of 1:1 cars you own or have owned. Hopefully 

we will have a good display. 

Started collecting $ for 2019 Model Car 

Challenge Trophy packages. Please purchase 

…more next month, as we nag you’ll. 

Sept. theme is our ANNUAL LIARS AUCTION. 

Please bring anything Auto related that you 

wish to donate…can include models &/or real 

car related.  

I’ve had a set back since last month’s 

meeting. Current medical plan: 

1) Recently had a new pic line and am 

undergoing temporary solution to urinary 

infection 

2) Undergo correction of return to heart 

valve  

3) Address cause of pelvic infection 

4) Another Ablation 

Hopefully I will be feeling well enough to 

resume building models during this process.  

That's all for now, hopefully I will be at the 

meeting this month. Remember the food 

pantry. That's it for now.  

Rich r.argus@juno.com 

 

 
Some Words from the Editor At Large 

Received the following from the MD 

Automotive Modelers Association newsletter editor  

Bill (LIARS) - wanted to add that I enjoyed the 

article about the Mecum auction in your latest 

newsletter. Allow me to add my take to it - These 

auctions have been referred to as “Porn for car 

guys!” My son and I have worked with a PA GTO 

club to WORK the Mecum Harrisburg auction. 

When I say work, we volunteered to DRIVE the 

1,000 cars (on average) across the auction block for 

the past 5 or 6 years. Now, what car show can you 

attend where you can actually DRIVE almost 

anything there?!? I had an article I wrote on it for 

Poncho Perfection magazine that I was gonna send, 

but I have temporarily misplaced it. Suffice it to say 

though, between my son and I, we have driven 

everything from beaters to Ferraris (and everything 

in between!). It is obviously a GREAT time! They 

are long days, but absolutely no one complains! I’ll 

forward the article when I find it.  

Mike Brenan provided Dr. V with 2019 NNL 

(over 900) pictures, and Hammer provided goodies 

as well. Stay tuned for exerpts appearing in future 

MCBs. 

Dr. V still enjoys his Auto related LIAS Auction 

goodies (Traffic lt. which he converted into a lamp), 

tools (such as router that he has yet to enjoy), car 

parts/signs, etc. 

We only had 1 4x4 theme pickup on display & it 

wasn’t even from the theme requester. However, 

the joint Chrysler theme turnout was FANTASTIC, 

including a ’57 Desoto…see cover & elsewhere. 

 

mailto:r.argus@juno.com
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First Impressions 

 

 
Our ride through life hasn’t always been 

smooth running… We’ve had our share of 

bumps along the way, but (hopefully) they’ve 

given a strength to our love of the model car 

(/truck/bike/whatever) that has made it 

unshakeable … I’m enjoying that I’m getting 

to spend my twilight hours with you all. The 

point is that we joined and remain LIARS 

because of this companionship, desire to share 

(via Monthly clinics – (OK so Dr. V inserted a 

sales pitch)), as well as, learning the finer 

points of modeling! 

Yet, occasionally one member has had a 

perceived problem with another member 

/guest that led the member to “walk away”… 

sometimes this is due to a difference of 

opinion with respect to politics (ARE YOU 

KIDDING ME THIS IS A MODEL CAR CLUB!), 

model preference - slots vs. static, cars vs. 

trucks, hot rods vs. stock models, … &/or … 

you got the picture?  

So keep the faith, LIARS organization is 

trying to grow in this turbulent environment. 

No matter what you might say or do someone 

(&/or group) will take exception! Alternative 

is to sit back & do nothing! This is not an 

alternative … just remember DR. V’s latest … 

 

 
Now back to modeling…so where is/are your 

article(s)? 

MCB - a Newsletter for the people and by the 

people, as it ought to be!   

 

HAMMER’S Trivia Contest 
What TV shows from the 50s-60’s featured 

this really cool hobby shop? 

 
 And nifty gas powered car? 

 
Note Dr. V purchased this model back in the 

60s for $20 after saving for an eternity. This 

teher car was powered by an 049 engine 

intended to be started by placing a plastic tie 

strip onto a rear wheels gear & then spinning. 

It never worked as advertised for Dr. V 
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Also: Try to find the Visible V-8 model in the 

shop window above! 

Shelf style Pace Car 
                                       By, Steve “Big Daddy” Blake 
 
     At the last meeting Dr V asked if I would do 

an article on my 1950 Merc Pace Car. 

 
   

    Many years back, I decided to collect and 

build as many Indy Pace Cars as there were 

kits to match Fred Cady decals. I ordered a ton 

of these things and when e-Bay came along, I 

went crazy buying more decals and kits. 

Additionally, I ordered Danbury Mint and 

Franklin Mint die-casts. 

    Originally I was going to use AMT’s model 

along with some resin parts from the now 

defunct R and R Vacuum Craft guys. Then, one 

day I was trolling e-Bay and came across a 

die-cast model kit of a ’49 Merc, from JEB Ltd. 

pre-painted the correct color. 

 

 
   Over the years I gathered a lot of reference 

books, photos and now with the internet tons 

of pics to refer to.  

(Dr. V – please don’t share this with my wife/ 

offspring who want me to thin out my book 

collection (plus other goodies)!)                         

 

   Thankfully, there are only a few trim items 

that are different from  a ’50 to a ’49. 

   First, is the side trim easily scratchbuilt from 

Evergreen plastic. 

   Then there is the hood “Mustache” trim, 

which I scratched from evergreen half round 

and strip stock. The grill was the challenge, 

luckily, back when I was going to shows, I 

bought a resin grill and dashboard from R&R 

back at the ’99 NNL. 

 
   The grill wouldn’t fit easily, it was a re-pop 

from the Mod-Squad Merc Woody. 

So, with some massaging I cut and filed the 

parking lights off the main piece and 1,2,3 we 

have a ’50 Merc front. 

   The interior went together well. We have to 

accept some creative license here. 

The interior from the JEB kit is not 

recognizable as Mercury nor is the R&R dash 

so lets get into “The Way-back Machine” and 

go with the flow. 

 
   Lastly, the trunk lid has a prominent crest I 

had to get creative with. Digging in my parts 

box, I found a gas cap from MPC’s ’69 Charger. 

Some trimming and (drum roll please) a fair 

representation of the Merc crest. 
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   So having filled a notch in the collection, on 

to the next “Shelf”project. 

 
So, Carry-on Modeling Big Daddy Blake 

 

Ron Konopka Has a Passion for Automotive 

History and Design 

When you look back at the talented men and 

women who were a part of our automotive industry 

during the 1960s and 1970s, Ron Konopka would 

be one of them. He made a difference in automotive 

design by becoming a great automotive sculptor. 

 

Clay model of a 1975 Chrysler turbine car proposal  

For many years, the auto makers searched for 

great talent in the fields of automotive styling and 

engineering, as well as those who have skill in 

automotive sculpting. Today 3D modeling & 

computers are added tools/techniques. 

As a young man, Konopka had a great talent for 

modeling, paying close attention to detail. Earlier in 

his life, he built and sometimes customized scale 

model cars. The first model car kit he purchased 

was a 1958 Edsel by the AMT Manufacturing 

Company when Ford was introducing the Edsel to 

the public. Apparently he still has this model in his 

collection. 

As his career continued, Konopka’s talent 

would take him on many journeys in the auto 

industry as a skillful sculptor. He worked with some 

of the most talented men and women designers who 

helped shape the industry. He enrolled in a special 

program sponsored by the Chrysler Corporation to 

help young students achieve their goals of becoming 

automotive clay modelers. 

 
After Chrysler, Konopka was hired by 

American Motors Vice President Richard Teague 

(above picture) who was responsible for future 

AMC projects and an automotive enthusiast.  

After American Motors, Konopka joined 

General Motors in 1984. At GM, he became 

involved with the Buick Advance design studio 

team, where he worked on many great new design 

projects. Konopka also worked with many great 

designers, like Marietta Kearney Ellis. He also was 

a part of the GM “Teamwork and Technology for 

today and tomorrow” display featured at the 

Waldorf Astoria in New York City. 

In 2001, Konopka, retired from GM, and today he 

keeps automotive history alive with his great 

craftsmanship, modeling techniques and collecting. 

 Having worked as a design sculptor for several 

automotive companies, he has many projects that 

he worked on and restored, including a 1956 Nash 

Rambler plaster model made in the American 

Motors design studio during the early 1950s. The 

model when purchased was in bad condition and 

stained and chipped. He worked for many hours to 

bring this model back to the way it once looked. 
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Another model Konopka built from the early stages 

of plaster is a 1935 Buick sedan (seen in the photos 

included with this story), This is a beautiful scale 

model and showroom piece. He has many other 

classic styling models in his collection. Konopka 

once said that “he has collected a number of 

plaster, wood and fiberglass styling models.” 

 
model of 1956 AMC Rambler. 

So if you have an interesting variant as Gary did 

last month and Susan Z did before (also see last 

page) bring it to the August meeting. 

 

A RARE FERRARI 308 GTS MINI – PROBABLY 

THE LEAST EXPENSIVE FERRARI IN THE 

WORLD 

It’s believed that only 100 or so examples of the 

Ferrari 308 GTS Mini were made, built under 

license from Ferrari in Italy by the Agostini Auto 

Company, using a body design as close to the 

original car as possible. 

Much like the first generation of the Ferrari 308 

GTS, the Mini version has a steel frame with a GRP 

(glass reinforced plastic) body, a mid-mounted 

engine, seating for two, and four wheel independent 

suspension. 

 After the first 800 or so examples of the full-

sized Ferrari 308 GTS (and GTB) were built they 

switched to an all steel body which added 331 lbs to 

the kerb weight. The earlier lightweight GRP 

version of the car is called the “Vetroresina” in 

Italian, and they’re now highly sought after by 

collectors. 

The Agostini version of the 308 GTS is designed for 

children up to about 10 years old, and they can 

comfortably sit two kids side by side up to about 7 

years of age. The interior is designed to be simple 

but still with some Ferrari design cues including the 

instrument cluster (non-functioning) and the gear 

shifter, though sadly that second item isn’t gated. 

There’s also a three-spoke Momo steering 

wheel that imitates the well-known “Veloce Racing” 

design. 

 
There are two upholstered seats and the doors 

don’t open for safety reasons, the wheels, tail lights, 

and other body details are all designed to mimic the 

real car, and there’s even a Pininfarina badge on 

the sides. 

A modest power output is provided by a single-

cylinder Briggs and Stratton four-stroke motor, this 

power unit will be multiple orders of magnitude 

cheaper to maintain than the full sized car’s 2927 cc 

https://auto.ferrari.com/en_EN/sports-cars-models/past-models/308-gts/
https://silodrome.com/field-of-abandoned-ferraris/
https://silodrome.com/momo-heritage-prototipo-steering-wheel/
https://silodrome.com/momo-heritage-prototipo-steering-wheel/
https://silodrome.com/briggs-stratton-motor-wheel/
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V8 with its double overhead cams per bank spun 

with timing belts that require regular, eye-watering 

engine-out changes. 

The transmission is an automatic two-speed 

with a reverse gear, which is operated via the 

centrally mounted shifter – a great way to get kids 

used to using a shifter in preparation for moving to 

a full manual gearbox in their first “real” car. 

The engine and air filter can be accessed via a 

rear hatch and the car runs on regular pump 

gasoline/petrol. Top speed and range aren’t listed 

but given the engine, they’re probably all best 

described as “adequate”, particularly given the 

young nature of the drivers. 

 
Authentic Ferrari badges appear on the front, 

back, sides, and wheel centers. License plates read 

“JNR 308” for obvious reasons, and the front and 

rear lights, and the horn, are all fully functional. 

 
When these cars were being built in the 1980s 

they were largely sold through luxury retailers like 

FAO Schwarz and Neiman Marcus for more than 

$50,000 USD each to exceedingly wealthy buyers. 

It’s not known how many of them have survived 

but they’re now very collectible, particularly when 

offered in excellent, running condition like this 

example. 

So if you have an interesting variant bring it to 

the August meeting. 

  
 

Scenes from the July LIARS Meeting 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS can be found at 

http://public.fotki.com/ABehrens/liars_model_club/ 

 

 
I know it’s not a Chrysler, but Big Daddy Ford has 

cute curb feelers …  

 
Rev won this model in our raffle.  

OK now to the Chrysler theme 

 

 

http://public.fotki.com/ABehrens/liars_model_club/
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Now to some interesting moments… 

 
Pat trying to explain his move to Yaphank (do we 

need a passport to visit?) then observing Gary… 

 
Here’s  Gary’s … 59’s (where’s Rich Manson?) 

 
Here’s Big Daddy  &/or Rev discussing … 
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Which one do you prefer? 

 

Should the LIARS invest in a LIARS Board 

Vehicle such as – but it will need another seat… 

  
Can you imagine the board arriving with Rich in 

the backseat? 

 

 

 

 

This month’s filler 

The original Model Company Advert, Sales & 

Promotional Sheets were saved by a Sales Rep for a 

number of local model importers from the 1960's to 

the 1980's and were given to Jim Sonter. He also 

had contacts in the USA who assisted in the 

compilation of the Old Model Car Kit 

Advertisement book published in 1997.   

Jim published 3 volumes, each contains hundreds of 

car kit adverts from 1960 thru to the late 

1970's........unfortunately they are only in black & 

white, however they cover all types of car and truck 

models, including drag, NASCAR, hotrod, custom 

and truck kits, all of US Origin....... 

Volume 1 sold for $35. & has reprints of "The 

Model Column by the Late Bud The Kat 

Anderson". Vol.2 was $25. (Dr V never saw Vol.3) 

Then there is Tim Boyd’s Muscle Model Car Kits… 

 

Let’s not forget the actual box art acted as an ad. 

 
 Found this on line… an easy way to clean off Bare 

Metal glue residue........I don't think anyone has told 

us of this way to clean. If you have, I'm sorry to 

steal your thunder. Anyway, I spray a bit of 

Original Formula Windex on a cotton swap and 

wipe several times. Worked for me! 

 

First batch of 8 Johan 'USA Oldies' kits were 

released in late '74/ early '75, three or four more in 

each of the next two or three years...First eight were 

the two '64 Cadillacs, the Marlin, '62 Dodge, 

Plymouth, and Chrysler hardtops, '63 Starfire, and 

'62 F-85. Next bunch included the DeSoto, 

Plymouth wagon, and F-85 wagon. Next up were 

the AMX and 442, the last ones I remember coming 

out were the '62 Dodge and Plymouth convertibles. 

LIARS comments?  
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Attached is a Crossword Puzzle that Rich Manson had made up many years ago.  Again, please stay well. Rich. 
 

In the continuing saga of unrealistic (to Dr. V) mode kit price increases 
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How about that!  - - - -Now go build a model 
 


