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Thanks for supporting the LIARS  

Cancellation of the LIARS 2020 Model Car Challenge …

   After much discussion and careful consideration, the LIARS has decided to postpone our LIARS 2020 Model 

Car Challenge. While we always enjoy fellowship with others in the model car hobby and bringing together the 

model car hobby community for our November yearly event, we believe postponing this event until next year is 

the responsible thing to do for public health.  

 

   We also believe that any limitation on the number of concurrent Freeport Rec Center attendees (including 

vendors, our car model registrants, etc.) would take away from this event's tradition. 

 

  We hope that everyone who has helped make Model Car Challenges such a success over the years—our 

vendors and sponsors, our car model registrants, our spectators, our volunteers—know that we have 

appreciated all of their support. At the end of the day, the health and wellness of all those involved is of the 

utmost importance to us. 

 

  As always, we are looking ahead, and will start working diligently to make 2021 the best year yet for the 

LIARS Model Car Challenge. We look forward to celebrating Model Car Challenge's CORVETTE Theme 

with all our friends and supporters in a healthy and productive way on Saturday, November 13, 2021. 

 

  Stay safe, stay healthy, and we’ll see you in 2021. 

 

LIARS will be releasing the above statement to our members, sponsors, previous attendees using 2019 show 

winner list, IPMS, fellow model car clubs, etc. 

 

MCB Contributors: Rich Argus, HAMMER, Robert “Bobby” Garofalo, “Muddy” Pappacena 

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/ 

 

 

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated to bringing you the 

best and most up to date information about our great hobby of model building.

Next Meeting’s theme:  
 WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN 
WORKING ON … 

http://wwnlyw.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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LIARS Unofficial Official 

 
Here’s our leader discussing a recent build.. 

HOT STUFF 
Old & New 

This month’s virtual meeting theme is WHAT YOU 
HAVE BEEN WORKING ON …stay safe. 

Rich   r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com 
 

LIARS 6 18 20 Virtual Meeting Highlights 

From: Bob Garofalo & Dominick Gerace:  On 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 7:30 PM the LIARS 

hosted another Virtual Meeting while we await our 

normal recreation center meetings to resume. 

LIARS President Rich Argus started the meeting 

with briefing latest status… attendees then discussed 

the 2020 Model Car Challenge – results are on pg. 1. 

Next item dealt with Club donation given that we 

have not had a meeting since February. Decision was 

be made to provide a $100. gift certificate / donation 

to the Rec Center where we conduct meetings. 

Beyond this it is up to individual donations, as Pat V 

& Dr. V do at various Car related food drives… 

  

   
 

Some Words from the Editor At Large 
Good day to my fellow LIARS &/or friends thereof. 

Well we have survived over 4 months of forced 
isolation! 

The MCB was envisioned to include member inputs 
plus relevant modeling goodies, so where are they? 

It’s your newsletter! Contribute! WAIT – I HAVE 

RECEIVED inputs from Muddy, HAMMER, & Dr V …  

 

Dr.V continues to release interim bi-monthly 

LIARS MCBs during this (& other) crisis, to 

keep the membership/fellow enthusiasts 

abreast of the current situation. Can you 

please provide inputs? 

So, let’s cover modeling events. Well, there 

are none at the moment (except see pg. 7). Let 

us know if you know of any… 

 

Please be advised that after talking to our 

leader 6/22, He informed me that he is 

building a LIARS (model) bus! All I know is 

that it should be able to host our board 

members in miniature! So I reach out to the 

LIARS board to develop model replicas of 

themselves/our board! Over to the LIARS 

Board... blame Rich not me...(now this is a 

LIARS goal from the old days!!!!)  Dr. V 

PS Dr. V was hoping for a 1:1 variant of: 

 
 

HAMMERS 49 

 
I FINALLY finished a 49 ford short track 

stocker. This was a "Rough Build" as I call it. 

not worried about everything shiny and 

smooth. My goal was to capture a typical 

Saturday night stocker: one that's rough and 

ready and saw a lot of track time. The doner 

kit was the Cruising USA / Barris 49 ford. 

Although this kit comes with a V-8 engine and 

custom parts, I built it stock, and used the 

Flathead engine.  

mailto:r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com
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Interior was stripped down, roll bar scratch 

built with plastic tube and solder. Dashboard is 

bare bones with all instruments and gauges 

removed. I added scratch built instrument 

cluster and seat belts. 

 
This was the first time I built a Flathead 

engine so let's not be too critical. I looked at a 

lot of photos and winged it. I just hate the 

large ball shaped air cleaner on early fords, so 

I cheated and attached a 4 barrel carb with a 

velocity intake. It just “Looks cooler”, and 

yeah I always welcome comments and advice 

from you Flathead junkies!  

The body was stripped of all trim, windshield 

wipers, door handles. I drilled holes to 

simulate where the trim was attached. Body 

was hit with 2 coats of primer,but NOT sanded. 

I sprayed one coat of black Tamiya lacquer. 

Where ever there was any primer still 

showing, I touched it up with a brush no less! 

(like I said, Rough build.)  

 
Bumpers were modified with solder bars. I 

added a dent on the trunk lid, and bent and 

scratched the bar in the rear. Decals are from 

my stock collection.  

This was a fun and challenging build. I learn 

from each successive build. This was no 

exception. I experimented with a new primer 

and bottled paint. I tested successfully a new 

adhesive. And used many small pins as a 

means of anchoring difficult parts, and 

attaching the bumpers to frame. Oh how I 

miss Islip Speedway: just the other day I Was 

talking to a few of the Younger neighborhood 

men. They couldn't believe when I was their 

age, we had SIX race tracks on Long Island! 

My models help to keep those memories alive. 

Stay well. Paul “Hammer” Drago 

 

Some Random Thoughts 
By Ted Pappacena 

    
How I got started/Amelia Island. 

Since we’re on this “How I Got Started” kick, 

here is mine. I started building models 

probably when I was 10 or 11. I remember 

being somewhat influenced by my older 

brother working on a war plane with a friend. I 

remember him painting the tips of the 

propellers yellow for whatever reason. I 

thought that was cool. I remember building a 

model of the Thunderbirds jet, a Snark Missile 

by Revell and a Lindberg Piper Cub. Then when 

I was 12 I saw AMT’s 32 Ford. I forgot if it was 

the roadster or the coupe but the box art 

showed flame decals and I knew I had to get 

it. I did and I was on my way with cars. 

My brother who had a knack of getting me 

useless Christmas presents (a football when I 

was 9) got me a model for Christmas that year 

when I was 12. An aircraft carrier! The USS 

Enterprise. It was massive at 3 feet long and a 

lot of parts, but I soldiered on (no pun 
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intended) and built it. It lasted pretty long on 

display in my basement but couldn’t come with 

me when I got married as there was no room 

for it. I think my nephews got to it and that 

was the end of it. 

My skills were nonexistent but I built a lot 

even when I was married and when I moved 

into a house with a basement where I could 

build and display. In the 70s I was into F-1 

and built the Tamiya kits of Niki Lauda’s 

Ferrari 312T, Ronnie Peterson’s JPS, and the 6 

wheel Tyrell (both scales). Those kits looked 

harder than they were but everything fit!  I 

laid off for a long time until I learned about 

the LIARS club and that’s when I got serious. 

That has been documented a few times in 

these Briefs so I won’t rehash it here. 

On to Amelia Island! Bill wants me to say a 

few words and show photos. Words-okay, 

Photos- have to wait! As I mentioned in last 

(or is it this) month’s edition, I went there 

March 6 for the Concours.  I’ve been to 

Concours before but nothing like this one. 

Well, almost none. In 2018 I went to the 

Hilton Head Island (SC) CDE. My wife’s cousin 

lives on HHI and always told me of the show 

and how I should go. She went yearly with her 

husband and I was shown photos but we never 

went. Sadly in 2016 he passed suddenly and I 

did finally go in 2018. These show ain’t cheap 

HHI was $55 on Saturday and $60 on Sunday, 

but what a show! You will see cars you’ve only 

read about.  

Last year I heard that Amelia Island was 

having a section for drag cars and a friend who 

owns the restored Custom Body Challenger 

F/C was going to be there.  Some of my photos 

were used in the restoration of the car by the 

way. Anyway it turned out that I knew all the 

people who had the cars in the display and I 

got the shoot the cacklefest without 

credentials because I was in the right place at 

the right time. It was a fantastic day. 

Then as I mentioned previously I saw an ad in 

a magazine about this year’s show and just 

had to go. Now, shooting these shows isn’t 

easy and I tend to have a lot of equipment 

with me. That’s all well and good when I need 

to leave the bulk of it with someone that I 

know like when I shoot drag racing events. I 

have several friends who let me use their 

trailers as a homebase so I can go around 

unburdened. That was the case last year at AI 

but not so this year and I didn’t want to have a 

loaded backpack with a lot of unnecessary 

equipment so I did some research and bought 

a new zoom lens that would allow for wide 

angle shots and medium telephoto for detail 

shots. It was a lot easier. So at the end of the 

day I took over 700 photos. When I got home, 

I edited them down to a manageable 500+. I 

did post some on Facebook and Bill knew and 

asked if I would show them at his other car 

club and I’d like to show them at a LIARS 

meeting if that ever happens again. Someone 

needs to bring a laptop and I’ll bring a memory 

stick and y’all can see them. 

 

As a follow up to Hammer’s  Ed "Big Daddy" 

Roth Tribute Thread, … 

“Big Daddy” Roth’s Outlaw in Never Seen 

Before Build Photos 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/enthusiasts/big-daddy-

roth-s-outlaw-in-never-seen-before-build-photos/ar-

BB15QRop?li=BBnb4R5 

Ask a Johnny-come-lately to the custom car scene 

about mounting a fiberglass body on a hot rod, and 

you'll get back a stream of angry faces on Facebook. 

 

 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/enthusiasts/big-daddy-roth-s-outlaw-in-never-seen-before-build-photos/ar-BB15QRop?li=BBnb4R5
https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/enthusiasts/big-daddy-roth-s-outlaw-in-never-seen-before-build-photos/ar-BB15QRop?li=BBnb4R5
https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/enthusiasts/big-daddy-roth-s-outlaw-in-never-seen-before-build-photos/ar-BB15QRop?li=BBnb4R5
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Do you have the above model? 

 

 

Ask that very same question to a guy familiar with 

the cars built by Ed "Big Daddy" Roth, and he'll 

recount fiberglass was the only medium "Big Daddy" 

Roth ever used to bring his wild creations to life. 

Tribal knowledge has it "Big Daddy" Roth read 

about the 1941 Ford Henry Ford used in his constant 

experimentation with new materials and made a 

trunklid and body parts out of soy plastic. The one-off 

plastic-bodied 1941 Ford was called the Soybean car 

because it was researched in the Soybean Laboratory 

and not for the plastic's main ingredients of phenolic 

resin mixed with cannabis hemp and other agricultural 

fibers. 
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The Outlaw, originally christened "Excaliber" was 

"Big Daddy" Roth's first attempt at making a body out 

of fiberglass, and for the finishing touch the Outlaw 

was custom painted Pearl White with Candy Green 

fogged scallops by Larry Watson. 

 
https://www.hotrod.com/articles/significant-hot-rods-

detroit-autorama-2020/ 

Car Craft's January 1960 Cover 

 

"Big Daddy" Roth started work on the Outlaw in 1957 

with it originally named "Excaliber," a misspelling of 

Excalibur. Little is known about "Big Daddy" Roth's 

ability to spell, but it is known Outlaw was completed 

in 1959 and debuted at Disneyland on Car Club Day 

sans upholstery with just a white vinyl tonneau cover. 

"Big Daddy" Roth's Outlaw Featured a 

Distinctive Nose 

 

"Big Daddy" Roth began his experimentation with 

fiberglass by shaping the plug for the Outlaw's 

distinctive nose out of casting plaster. Once the nose 

was fully hand shaped and conformed to the design 

Roth was after, he covered it with catalyzed fiberglass. 

With the fiberglass fully cured, Roth broke the plaster 

out from the backside. 

"Big Daddy" Roth Rebuilding Outlaw's 

Chrome 1939 Ford Trans 

 

 

https://www.hotrod.com/articles/significant-hot-rods-detroit-autorama-2020/
https://www.hotrod.com/articles/significant-hot-rods-detroit-autorama-2020/
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In the early days, "Big Daddy" Roth loved to source 

engines and transmissions from a local junkyard. "Big 

Daddy" Roth also loved to use a lot of triple-chrome-

plated parts, and it looks like he swapped the gear set 

out of a used 1939 Ford three-speed to stuff into a 

chrome-plated case of matching DNA. 

Barris Kustom Influenced Front Suspension 

on Roth's Outlaw 

 

The front suspension "Big Daddy" Roth devised for 

the Outlaw echoes influence from Barris Kustoms' Ala 

Kart front suspension by featuring a 1937 Ford straight 

axle hung by spring cups in the front crossmember 

holding cut-down and chromed 1958 Chevy coil 

springs assisted with Airstream trailer air bags and 

outboard mounted Mercury shock absorbers. 

"Big Daddy" Added to Ed Roth Name 

Thanks to Revell Model Kit 

 

If it wasn't for being able to read the "Excaliber by 

Roth" license plate Roth made before changing the 

show car's name to Outlaw, HOT ROD would be 

making the same mistake other media outlets are by 

spelling it Excalibur. Back from Larry Watson painting 

the car, the body is setting on the floor adjacent to a 

pair of chrome-plated 1940 Ford juice brake backing 

plates. 

 
From Hammer – you’re your enjoyment 
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Fairfield Collectibles contest results 

 

Can you imagine spending this much just to 

build a model? Dr. V can’t 

 

Which came 1st? full size or…? 
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The following was extracted from a Chevy 

(C&D) club newsletter…hope you enjoy 57s! 

 

   
More next month! Now where are yours, Dr. V? 
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These five cars are the greatest hot rods of the 20th 

century! Dr. V suggests the LIARS dedicate a Virtual 

mtg. to review LIARS models of them. 

 

Rarity is always a factor when it comes to car 

collecting and automotive history and one-off 

customs, by definition, are as rare as they come. 

But individuality alone does not equate to 

importance. There are a few hot rods that stand out 

as the icons. We’re talking about the ingenious 

creations fueled by an individual’s vision, 

fabricated by hand with blood, sweat, and tears as 

building blocks that caused a sensation or changed 

the world of custom cars. Beginning in the late 

1930s, the rise of the hot rod accelerated and 

brought iconic cars such as the Pierson Brothers’ 

aerodynamic ’34 Coupe, Bob Hirohata’s two-tone 

Sea Foam and Organic Green ’51 Merc, and Tom 

McMullen’s infamous blazing black ’32 Roadster. 

In celebration of such cars and their influence, 

Championship Auto Shows Inc. assembled a group 

of the world’s most iconic hot rods for its “Most 

Significant Hot Rods of the 20th Century” showcase 

at the 2020 Detroit Autorama. Peter Toundas, 

President of Championship Auto Shows and the 

brains behind the special display, told us that, 

though it took a long time to arrange transportation 

for the five hot rods to all appear in one place, he 

immediately knew which cars were worthy of the 

honor. 

(More of the) The Outlaw 

 

“Everybody knows who Ed Roth is,” Toundas 

began. “I wanted to showcase Ed’s two most 

famous cars that he ever built, which of course were 

the Outlaw and Bandit.” The Outlaw was Ed’s first 

custom, based off of a monster drawing which 

appeared on the back of his collectible sweatshirts. 

This build marks the beginning of Ed’s journey in 

molding custom bodies from his self-taught plaster 

and fiberglass method. 

After his failed attempts at forming wood into 

complex curves for the molds, Ed turned to casting 

plaster, which ended up being a better, less-

expensive material to work with. Since this was well 

before the internet and working with fiberglass was 

a relatively unknown art, Ed couldn’t turn to 

anyone for advice. He learned by trying different 

mixtures and methods over, and over, and over 

again. According to Roth’s book, Hot Rods, he 

destroyed a pair of pants every day that he worked 

with fiberglass. He coated his shoes in black paint 

every four days to cover the mess. He had to save 

money for the Outlaw’s chrome, after all. 

 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/03/02/highlights-from-the-2020-detroit-autorama
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The most impressive thing about Roth’s builds isn’t 

just each car’s hand-molded characteristic, but also 

in the way each mismatched part miraculously 

works together. To start, the Outlaw’s body sits on 

a 1929 Ford Model A frame fitted with a Model T 

crossmember. Ed found a junkyard 1950 Cadillac 

engine and took it to his local mechanic for a 

rebuild, where it also received four Stromberg 97 

carburetors mounted on a Cragar manifold. Finned 

valve covers, a chromed oil pan, and a long pair of 

sweeping Zoomie headers complete the look. A 

stock DKW radiator cools the mammoth Cadillac 

engine behind a custom grille that Roth fabricated 

from a ’59 Chevy. 

 

Roth combined coil springs from a 1958 Chevy with 

Airflow trailer cushions and Mercury outboard 

shocks, then mounted on a 1937 Ford front axle. 

The rest of the running gear came from a 1948 

Ford. Ed used a 1922 Dodge windshield frame and 

installed blue tinted safety glass. The taillights are 

off of a ’58 Chevy Bel Air, fitted with ’56 Chevy 

lenses, and the front quad headlights are from a ’59 

Rambler. The steering gear came out of a ’41 Ford, 

and inside, Ed installed a ’58 Chevrolet Impala 

steering wheel. Seven Stewart-Warner gauges keep 

the driver in the know. The list goes on, but you get 

the point. 

Ed took trophy after trophy with the Outlaw. It 

landed the cover of Car Craft in January 1960. In 

1961, Ed sold the car for $3,250 to fund his next 

project, the Beatnik Bandit, which brings us to our 

next honorable mention. 

The Beatnik Bandit 

 

Ed Roth’s Beatnik Bandit, named after an actual 

bank robber, was first revealed as a concept sketch 

to the public in Rod & Custom’s June 1960 issue, in 

a story titled “The Graph of Roth.” Ed worked 

together with Joe Henning to get his vision down on 

paper but, like most of Roth’s builds, the design 

changed several times during assembly. And so 

began the meshing of parts and materials. 

 

The Beatnik’s base is a shortened 1950 Oldsmobile 

chassis, but the first thing that draws the eye is the 

360-degree plexiglass canopy atop of the hand-

formed fiberglass body. Believe it or not, Roth 

made the bubble top using a pizza oven, heating up 

a plastic panel and blowing it up like a balloon 

before it cooled. The top is operated by a fender-

mounted antenna. A single chromed center stick 

controls the car’s steering, gas, and shifting. 

According to Ed, the Beatnik is his first build that 

he hauled on a trailer to get from show to show. 

Innovative or not, we’re guessing the single-stick 
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operation might have something to do with the 

car’s drivability, or lack thereof. 

 

The original Oldsmobile engine was rebuilt by Fritz 

Voight and is fed by a Bell Auto Parts blower and 

twin Ford carbs. Larry Watson, the same paint-

slinger who sprayed the Outlaw, also painted 

Beatnik, but this time Roth didn’t have the funds 

required. Instead, he made a deal with Watson to 

pay in Rat Fink T-shirts. 

 

Once complete, Ed hauled the Beatnik Bandit to car 

shows all over the country. The car saw several 

changes over the years, including a green paint 

scheme and interior overhaul. Roth sold the car for 

a mere $50 to Jim Brucker in 1970, and then Jim 

traded it in with a group of cars in 1973 to Harrah’s 

Automobile collection. Harrah’s restored the 

Bandit to its original, and current, condition in 

1985. 

“K” is for “Kookie” 

 

Peter Toundas was excited to display Norm 

Grabowski's “Kookie's Kart” for two reasons, “I 

knew it had been recently restored, and it gave the 

overall showcase an extra-special meaning to 

reunite the Kookie car with its rival built by 

Tommy Ivo.” The two were first seen together at 

the2019 Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance, which 

had a special "Historic Hot Rod Cover Cars" class 

that year. 

According to the details revealed in 

a previous Hemmings article, it is clear that this 

1922 Ford is not your typical cookie cutter build. It 

began life as “The Lightnin' Bug,” painted neutral 

black with a red rolled and pleated interior. The 

car appeared briefly in The Ford Television 

Theatre, and it immediately caught Hot 

Rod magazine’s attention, which landed the car a 

cover photo in the October 1955 issue. 

 

It didn’t take long for Norm to mix it up a bit. By 

1956, he added a four-deuce manifold and brought 

it to Valley Custom Shop where the car received its 

Royal Blue paint with flames flickering across the 

cowl sides. This motif was made famous by the TV 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2019/08/23/on-the-ground-at-the-2019-pebble-beach-concours-delegance
https://www.hemmings.com/blog/2018/04/04/perhaps-the-worlds-most-famous-hot-rod-norm-grabowskis-kookie-t-started-the-t-bucket-craze/
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series 77 Sunset Strip, which is also how it acquired 

its designation as “The Kookie Kar.” Teenagers all 

over the U.S. went crazy about Kookie and sought 

out their very own T-buckets to hop up. In fact, this 

is the car that started the mid-1950s T-bucket craze 

in Southern California. 

 

Car was restored to Norm Grabowski's original 

build condition, just in time for its Pebble debut. 

The trendsetting custom also caught the attention of 

actor, racer, and builder Tommy “TV” Ivo, who 

was reportedly pushed aside when he asked Norm a 

very personal question: He wanted measurements 

of Kookie. Ivo found a way around the rejection 

and took the necessary dimension of Kookie on his 

own accord. Ivo’s take on Grabowski’s car was 

almost as popular as the original, which leads us to 

the next featured hot rod. 

Building a Record Breaker 

 

The Kookie T and Tommy Ivo’s T were reunited at 

Autorama 2020 after more than 50 years of 

separation. “These historic hot rods have a racing 

history and were once rivals on the racetrack, and I 

am grateful to have arranged for the cars to be 

parked side-by-side in our iconic display,” Peter 

said. 

Ivo completed his Buick Nailhead-powered ‘25 T-

bucket in 1956 and immediately started setting 

records at the strip. Hot Rod’s August 1957 issue 

boasted that the combination of lightweight and 

pavement-pounding torque racked up 21 trophies. 

The car ran elapsed times of just under 11 seconds 

in the quarter-mile with trap speeds reaching 119 

mph and was undefeated in its class. The car had 

the looks, too, finding its way into several TV shows 

and movies. Despite his build’s success, Tommy Ivo 

sold the hot rod while he was ahead, just a year 

after completion. He went on to compete as one of 

drag racing’s first touring professional drivers in 

Top Fuel. 

 

After the car’s retirement from drag racing, it 

changed hands and faces a couple times. Bill 

Roland purchased the car and painted it Cobalt 

Blue. George Barris added square headlights. It 

served as a show car in the ’60s, often times 

alongside Grabowski's T. After its touring life 

ended, the car sat untouched for several years 

before Hy Rosen purchased it from Bill Roland and 

made several changes before taking it back to the 

custom car show circuit. It eventually secured a 

spot in Rosen’s garage where it remained hidden 

for 30 years, until Hy’s son, Jack Rosen, got the car 
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the restoration it deserved. History continued and 

the revived car made the cover of Hot Rod again in 

2005. 

Taking the High Road 

 

Bob McGee's 1932 Ford Highboy Roadster is a car 

that claims many firsts in hot rod history. “I 

selected the Bob McGee’s Highboy because it was 

the first car to ever appear on the cover of Hot 

Rod magazine in October 1948,” Toundas said. It 

was also the first ever hot rod to be dressed in 

metallic flake paint, but it took two decades and 

several build variations to get there. 

With the help of Jimmy Summers and Whitney 

Clayton, two of most legendary metal workers in 

his day, Bob completed the build’s first version in 

just four months upon his return from the War in 

1947. His ultimate goal was to create a straight 

bodyline that sat low and parallel to the horizon. A 

dropped front axle and kicked-up rear frame with 

reversed springs made his vision a reality. 

Other modifications included hidden door hinges, a 

custom fabricated full-length deck lid, and an 

innovative three-piece hood with a unique latching 

mechanism. Under the hood, a ported, relieved, and 

bored 236-cu.in. ’34 Ford engine was stuffed with a 

Bertrand cam, 21-stud Federal Mogul bronze 

heads, and twin Stromberg 97 carburetors on a 

Burns intake manifold. A Zephyr transmission 

paired with a Ford differential turned the rear 

tires, which were stopped by hydraulic brakes. 

 

Near the end of 1960, the car’s fourth owner, Dick 

Scritchfield, gave the roadster its famed first-ever 

metallic paint job, which was featured in Hot 

Rod magazine’s February 1961 cover story on 

metal flake paint. Scritchfield also switched up 

other items on the roadster, including replacing the 

dropped axle for a rare Bell 4-inch dropped tube 

axle, installing a quick-change rear end, and 

chroming the remaining suspension parts. 

In 1970, Dick set a record of 165 mph racing in the 

C/Roadster class at Bonneville. The next year he 

went back to set a new land speed record as the 

world’s fastest roadster with a 168.212-mph run. By 

that time, the car’s power came from a 350-cu.in. 

Chevrolet V-8. Dick held the record for nine years 

and he continued to drive the Ford on the street. 

The car appeared in several movies and television 

shows, including Dragnet, 77 Sunset Strip, Happy 

Days, and Fantasy Island. 

In 1999, the car’s current owner, Bruce Meyer, 

hired the So-Cal Speed Shop to restore the car back 

to its original version. It was the 16th vehicle added 

to the National Historic Vehicle Register on April 

12, 2017, for its significance in American 

automotive history. 

Considering the tests of time, it’s incredible that 

each featured vehicle survived long enough for us to 

admire them on the white carpet. The above 

mentions certainly made their mark in hot-rodding 

history, but every hot rod has a story, and it’s never 

the same story twice. This is where we open up the 

conversation to you, please share your models of 

these creations. (Thanks, Dr. V) 
 

IPMS/USA has announced the 2020 Nationals in 
Texas this July is cancelled  

 

To assist my fellow LIARS in selecting the proper 

tool …read on…

https://www.historicvehicle.org/national-historic-vehicle-register/
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LIARS, please provide a caption for the flowing scene 

 


