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Thanks for supporting the LIARS  

This month’s cover pictures include some of Phil Melfi’s Works of Art!

  

         

          
MCB Contributors: Rich Argus, JOHN THE BUZZARD, Rich Manson, & (Unsolicited) Tim Boyd 

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/ 

 

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated to bringing you the 

best and most up to date information about our great hobby of model building.

Next Meeting’s theme:  
 Hot Rods of any kind any year 

http://wwnlyw.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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LIARS Unofficial Official 

 
Here’s our leader discussing HOW TO attach a part 
with “John The Artist” 

HOT STUFF 
Old & New 

This month’s/next virtual meeting theme is Hot 

Rods of any kind any year  - stay safe.  

 
The hot rod is a staple of American history. Often 
called a street rod, a hot rod is a classic American 
car with an oversized engine modified for speed. It 
is this powerful engine that gave the hot rod its 
name. The term "rod" comes from the connecting 
rods in the high-power, or "hot," engine. And so, 

the name hot rod stuck. 
 
Dr. V Captured some of my (Rich) recent builds: 

 
(In the process of building 4 of these MPC 

Switchers, - - - WARNING follow instructions – you 
need to install interior before firewall…) 

 
Then there are an interesting Dodge & Falcon… 

 
Phil’s family as in son, donated some of Phil’s 

models to the LIARS – YES DONATED – Phil’s family 
does not expect any $$$! WOW! How many of us 
will follow suit?  

When we can meet again, I plan on bringing some 

of Phil’s models for you to bid on (Dr. V wishes me 
to accept club donations … to cover some of the 
cost of our donations to our host center.) 

Rich   r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com 

Dr. V – June 1993 SAE, included an article entitled 

“Simple Display Bases” that merged Plain model + 

scenic display base + convincing environment that 

enhances the appearance of the (e.g., 49 Ford) model  

 

mailto:r.argus@juno.comr.argus@juno.com
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WHAT’S NEW 

SHOW CANCELLED FOR 2020 
Update 7-14-2020 

With the uncertainty of  the current Covid-19 

virus situation and in the interest of everyone's 

safety, the joint team of Tri-State Scale Model Car 

Club / NNL East,  Diversified Scalerz and 

Philadelphia Area Modelers have unanimously 

agreed to cancel our September 26, 2020 event!  

Back in March when we decided to postpone the 

show to September, that was the toughest meeting 

we ever had.  If we had waited two weeks, the 

decision would have made itself as the State of New 

Jersey shutdown.  We are living in unprecedented  

times. We felt our plan to hold the show in 

September, five months in the future, would be a 

safe bet. Who knew that things would go the way 

they have!    

Currently New Jersey is blocking entry to 

people from 22 states, with 14 day quarantine.  

There is no indoor restaurant dining. Indoor events 

are restricted to 25% of posted occupancy with a 

maximum of 100 attendees They aren't sure they 

will even have school in September. And many 

states are experiencing surges in Coronavirus.  At 

this point, with no crystal ball, we must go with  the 

safety of our friends in the hobby.   

We are getting MANY emails a day regarding 

show status. A lot of people have already said they 

would not be comfortable attending.   So let's all 

stay home, build some models and stay safe!   

If you are building a model for an NNL East  

theme,  we will repeat these themes, along with new 

2021 show themes at our April 24, 2021 Event!  

This will be our 35th Anniversary Show!  

Everyone BE SAFE and we will see you in April 

2021! 

Thank you, 

 The Tri-State Scale Model Car Club /  

 NNL East Philadelphia Area Car Modelers /  

 The Philadelphia NNL Diversified Scalerz  

 

Tom/Spotlight Hobbies 7/17/2020 
I sold the business to longtime friends (husband 

and wife), and both have worked for me for many 

years of Hobby Heaven and Spotlight Hobbies 

history. Many of the kits you've received over the 

years have been checked by one or the other of 

them and may have been shipped by one of them as 

well. They know the business and the hobby inside 

and out, and with their enthusiasm and energy, I 

believe the business will be better than ever, and 

now will live on for many more years. The 

transition over the next few weeks will be as smooth 

and seamless as possible, with barely any 

interruption at all. Meanwhile, I've been preparing 

about 30 new specials which I should have ready to 

list by tonight of tomorrow, along with six new 

AMT kits. 

I've been setting some great stuff aside to sell on 

eBay when I retired for a number of years now, and 

I'm really looking forward to getting started on it, 

and can do it at my leisure. I've got hundreds of old 

kits, built kits, resins, die casts and more. 

The message board will continue, of course, and 

at some point soon will receive an update. I'll 

continue to post too, so I won’t be far away. I'll post 

more details as we go along, as well as add a notice 

at the top of the board. 

 

Scale Auto/Scale Auto Enthusiast...the 
beginning and the end.... Tim Boyd  

On behalf of all who have contributed to Scale 

Auto/Scale Auto Enthusiast over the years, just let 

me say "thanks" to all of you who have embraced 

the mag, read it, paid for it (!), provided feedback/ 

encouragement/ constructive critiques, and all the 

rest. 41 1/2 years of continuous publishing (which is 

amazing for any automotive magazine title, much 

less one focused solely on model automobiles), 

Wow! And you all made it happen. A profound 

"thanks" doesn't begin to cover it. 

NEXT – Buzzard routed… 
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Next -  Perception 

• To be honest, I was wondering what was 

keeping Scale Auto afloat. I mean, the page 

count kept dwindling. Same thing is happening 

with the demise of a few auto magazines …  

• They just last week had a renewal offer, which 

I took, WHY??? If they knew they were 

throwing in the towel!!!! FRAUD! After July 

21st, you can write and tell them that you don't 

want FSM, and that you want your 

subscription payment returned. 

o Dr. V also rec’d this renewal offer, as well 

as, one for his Collectible Automobile – point 

is that the publisher hires 3
rd

 party vendors 

to sell their products. At times one hand does 

not know what the other hand is doing. I do 

not believe there was malicious intent. 

o The Oct 2020 (last) SA will be a collectible – 

mark Dr. V words…Don’t even ask what 

Automobile Quarterly’s last issue is $$$! 

 

Now back to modeling - -  

LIARS 6 18 20 Virtual Meeting Highlights 

Bob Garofalo & Dominick Gerace: recently hosted 

another  LIARS Virtual Meeting while we await our 

normal recreation center meetings to resume. 

Unfortunately, Dr. V could not dial in… & none of 

the attendees routed a summary to Dr. V…now 

really… this is your club! 

 

Some Words from the Editor At Large 
Good day to my fellow LIARS &/or friends thereof. 

Well we have survived over 5 months of forced 
isolation! 

The MCB was envisioned to include member inputs 
plus relevant modeling goodies, so where are they? 

It’s your newsletter! Contribute! WAIT – I HAVE 

RECEIVED inputs from Buzzard, Charlie, & Dr V …  

 

Dr.V continues to release interim bi-monthly 

LIARS MCBs during this (& other) crisis, to 

keep the membership/fellow enthusiasts 

abreast of the current situation. Can you 

please provide inputs? 

So, let’s cover modeling events. Well, 

hopefully you just read the “WHAT’S NEW” … 

Please be advised that our leader informed 

your editor that he is built a LIARS (model) 

bus! (on Page 7) All I knew is that it should be 

able to host our board members in miniature! 

So I reach out to the LIARS board to develop 

model replicas of themselves/our board! Over 

to the LIARS Board... blame Rich not 

me...(now this is a LIARS goal from the old 

days!!!!)  Dr. V 

PS Dr. V was hoping for a 1:1 variant of: 

 

1953 CHEVROLET... Latest completed model. 

Rich Manson ramfins59@zoominternet.net 

 
Hello everyone...  This is the first model that I 

finally managed to finish since I had my heart 

surgery back in February.  I’ve worked on it, 

on and off, for a few months and I’m happy to 

have finally finished it. 

 
 

This is a 1953 Chevrolet done up as a mild 

Custom.  It is a Monogram kit, and is a 

curbside build, meaning that I didn’t build the 

engine or detail the chassis.  I glued the hood 

shut.  The paint is Tangelo Orange Pearl.  The 

pinstripe and flame decals are from my parts 

stash.  I changed the grille bar to one with 

more “teeth” and frenched the headlights into 

the fenders, adding photo-etched metal 

headlight half-shields.  The hood and trunk lid 

were smoothed and the door handles were 

removed.  I also modified the side trim on the 

rear fenders.  The taillights are pieces of clear 

red plastic sanded to fit into the recesses in 

the rear fenders. 

mailto:ramfins59@zoominternet.net
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I apologize for the “blurriness” of the pictures.  

Now I’ll be moving on to my next “creation”, 

which should be a little “unique”. 

 
Thanks for looking, and please all stay well 

and safe in these tough times. 

Love to all,  Rich 

MENTAL FLOSS BY JOHN THE BUZZARD 

 
I’m back.  Where to begin?  Well, that red 

trailer that was in a recent newsletter was one 

of my “slumpbusters”.  I didn’t coin the term 

but I like it because it makes sense; it’s a 

relatively quick build to keep things moving at 

a time when one is mired in one or several 

more extensive projects (I have more than 

enough of those).  The trailer was started last 

spring, before we got involved in the move, 

and I finally completed it about two months 

ago.  It languished in a box for several months 

before it was unpacked and it was the perfect 

candidate for the role.  The trailer body is the 

bed from the Ertl Little Red Express pickup, so 

it was the right choice to be a Mopar parts 

chaser.  It gave me some practice with using 

Gopher wood grain decal material before using 

the same on a build of more importance.  The 

parts in the trailer are from the Revell Hemi 

Hydro kit, the cardboard box is from a 

forgotten source and the decals are all from 

my warehouse.  The rack on the front was 

fabricated from styrene stock and frying pan 

splatter shield. Weathering was done via 

pastels fixed in place with Dullcote.   I really 

should add some lights and wiring at some 

point, and some more weathering, especially 

on the underside, would look nice.  But, I 

didn’t intend for this one to be picked up and 

scrutinized, so it looks just fine sitting on the 

shelf with it’s brethren. 

One of my current builds is a ’41 Plymouth 

that will be in Sox and Martin livery.  I bought 

the Sox and Martin ‘Cuda kit when it was first 

released and all of the important stuff was 

taken from that kit.  There were some 

modifications to the chassis, including fitting 

the Hemi, big rearend and springs and 

installing a fuel cell.  For that, I just removed 

the original gas tank, narrowed it and glued 

sheet styrene to the product.  Some careful 

sanding made it look presentable.  I filled the 

hole in the chassis with sheet styrene and the 

fuel cell now occupies that space.  I had to add 

shock mounts and a new transmission mount, 

too.  The front end was largely untouched; the 

front wheel backs were glued directly to the 

spindles and the shocks were relocated.  Right 

now, it has no steering mechanism at all (no 

problem- it goes in a straight line). The engine 

is straight out of the box.  The headers fit after 

a little bit of sanding. For the interior, I 

removed the back seat and used sheet styrene 

to close up that area.  The dashboard lost 

everything but the glove box; sheet styrene, 

gauge decals, photo etched Wizard’s Os and 

switches fabricated from solder and photo 

etched hex nuts add some detail and the ‘Cuda 

tach was wired and installed atop the dash.  I 

used the ‘Cuda shifter but substituted a shift 

arm with one that has “HURST” from my 

warehouse; the T-handle was modified to fit.  

Pedals are from the ‘Cuda kit, modified to fit.  

The stock steering wheel sits on a styrene tube 

column.  I fabricated armrests and used 

photoetched door hardware. 
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 The running boards have been removed.  

Brackets for hood pin hardware were 

fabricated from strip styrene, and the hood 

positively locates with a length of soft steel 

wire that is hidden by the hood ornament.  I’m 

substituting styrene strip for the chrome trim 

on the front fenders and I’m reworking the 

grille surround to clean it up and eliminate the 

oversized gaps.  I had foil-casted the front and 

rear logos, so it’s likely that I’ll remove the 

originals from the body.  I’ll use most of the 

decals one way or another over the correct 

paint colors, which will be determined.  I’ll 

probably use Tamiya TS paints.  There will be 

no plumbing or wiring on this one but it, too, 

will look nice on my shelf.  Pictures will follow 

at some point. 

 
 Once the body for the Plymouth is done, 

I’ll be cleaning and prepping it and two others 

(’53 Ford pickup and ’63 Vette) for paint.  I’ll 

be painting out in our 12’X20’ shed until our 

garage is better organized and situated; a 

modified microwave oven cart will serve as the 

paint booth at that time.  Until then, a tarp and 

a dropcloth will serve to protect out outdoor 

stuff and the shed floor from overspray.  It 

gets pretty warm in the shed, so stuff should 

dry quickly.  I also started “working on” a 

Revell ’09 Challenger.  I modified the wheels 

from a Revell Foose Charger kit to fit because 

they look like 20” versions of Mopar Rallye 

wheels.  I’m considering what to use for long-

tube headers on this one; .065” solder is a 

distinct possibility.  I’ve done some research 

on the Petty Garage site to see what 

components I can recreate in scale.  This is the 

second of these kits that I will build.  The fit 

tolerance of the parts is so close that the 

chassis is almost a force-fit when everything is 

painted; I had to hold the assembly together 

while the super glue dried.  So, I’ve spent 

hours dry-fitting the interior, body, chassis 

and firewall to see where I can remove 

material to improve the fit when everything is 

painted.  I hope to start sanding and cutting 

those areas tomorrow. 

 Did you see the June issue of Scale 

Auto?  I’m wondering how many people will 

spend $1,700.00 on a 1/8 diecast kit of the 

Ecto-1.  The parts are received via 

“subscription”; there are four issues (read: 

magazines) each month, along with a quantity 

of parts to be assembled.  In all, there are 141 

“issues”.  And, you get “exclusive gifts” worth 

“over $100.00” with the subscription.  The 

first issue includes “authentic model parts”; 

subsequent issues include “precision-

engineered model parts”.  The Ecto-1 kit is 

reviewed in the magazine and in the back 

pages are 16 pages of advertising for the 

vendor, which is “Die-Cast Club”.  They do 

offer other kits of movie cars, all in 1/8 and all 

(probably) in the same ballpark, price-wise.  I 

don’t know about you, but it smells like a scam 

to me.  Hey, I could be wrong.  Let’s see if the 

vendor is around in a year or two.  After all, 

Pocher kits were around from 1966-2017, they 

consisted of almost three thousand parts and 

cost an arm and a leg; there are no plans for 

any new production.   Go figure.  If any of you 

do go for this, please keep me appraised of 

your progress. 

 That’s it for now.  Stay tuned for the 

continuing stories of yet another grouch old 

guy.  Please, stay safe and healthy and keep 

building… JOHN THE BUZZARD 
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Steve Blake routed 57 Ford pictures … 

 

 
That Dr. V can relate to…but that’s another 

story…Is big brother monitoring? 

 

Continuing the LIARS BUS Saga 

So here your humble editor was waiting for 

the LIARS bus unveiling...and what do I 

see?  

A hillbillies whatever with one measly bench 

seat for passengers! Now really...where are 

the LIARS board members to sit? 

I then ask Rich to remove the cover for a 

better picture – Two attempts were tried… 

  
Thanks for showing us how you could not open 

the case...priceless! And here Dr V was hoping 

for (well it has flames) Thanks Rich for being a 

good sport. 

 
Well I can still dream... John The Artist’s 

candidate LIARS bus… 

 
Dr. V likes this 1937 Kenworth … 

 OK, back to models… 

Checkout 

https://public.fotki.com/KenK/my_models/lat

est-builds/2020-lockdown-builds/50-ford-

school-bus/ to see how Ken Kitchen developed 

his 50 Ford bus - this is what he started with a 

1/32 right hand drive Japanese Bonnet Bus. 

https://public.fotki.com/KenK/my_models/latest-builds/2020-lockdown-builds/50-ford-school-bus/
https://public.fotki.com/KenK/my_models/latest-builds/2020-lockdown-builds/50-ford-school-bus/
https://public.fotki.com/KenK/my_models/latest-builds/2020-lockdown-builds/50-ford-school-bus/
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It’s been shortened, widened, made taller, wheel 

wells lowered, and the cowl scratch built.  

It took 2 of these kits to get me to this:  

 
And here’s the finished product: 

 then there is … 

White 3000 Dream Coach / Hotel California 

Shuttle Bus 

 
This is the basic bus I mastered for Jimmy 

Flinstone, and the two mods I made for this 

build was to cut open the roof, and rework the 

side windows to make them wider. So let's 

head for the beach!  

By:JeffH <modeltruckguy@comcast.net>  
 

The fantastic two- and four-door Bronco builds 

depicted here on Ford engineer Peter 

Blackert's Instagram feed (H/T 

to@BeyondtheBrick) are his Own Creation, but 

you'd be hard-pressed to tell them apart from 

an official kits (if such a thing even existed). 

These aren't official, but you wouldn't know it 

from looking at them. 

 
With the buzz the 2021 Ford Bronco is generating, 

it's probably only a matter of time before we see a 

real-deal kit from Lego or perhaps a 1/25 model. 

 

AMT 1961 Styline custom parts, decals, 

instructions and box. … Memories … 
 

 
Dr. V remembers using the enclosed bracket to 

hang the model on the wall. Love the custom 

parts!
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Rich Argus provided the above Trip down Memory Lane…Now go build a model! 


